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Introduction

An edition of the Sonatas of Four Parts that has staves for only three instruments requires a short

explanation. The graphic below is from the 1896 edition published by The Purcell Society and
edited by Charles Villiers Stanford.
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The staves are labeled, from the top, Violin 1%, Violin 2", Bassus, and Thorough Bass. (The edition

also includes a piano part provided by the editor as a realization of the figured bass, but this has
been removed from the graphic.)

The essential structure is squarely in the tradition of the trio sonata. This was the favorite form of
the Baroque period. It developed originally from the model of Italian vocal trios with the addition of
a continuo part. The trio sonata’s popularity may have been in part because of its flexibility as the
continuo part might be played as single line by one player, or by two (or more) players on bass and
keyboard instruments or even, as in the present edition, without the keyboard part at all.

The thorough bass part is clearly an, occasionally simplified, copy of the bassus line, or of one of
violin parts when the bassus is tacet, and with the inclusion of figures that summarize the essential
harmony that is implicit in the top three parts. All that is both melodically and harmonically
essential is contained in the top three staves. This format also clarifies and exposes the frequent

contrapuntal role of the bassus line.

It is interesting to compare the Sonatas of Four Parts with editions of Purcell’s earlier Sonatas of
Three Parts where the layout of the parts is identical.
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 1, Z. 802

. Henry Purcell
Adagio (1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 2, Z. 803

Henry Purcell

Adagio (1659-1695)
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Henry Purcell
(1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 3, Z. 804
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 4, Z. 805

Henry Purcell
(1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 5, Z. 806

Henry Purcell
Adagio (1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 6, Z. 807

Henry Purcell
(1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 7, Z. 808

Henry Purcell
(1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 8, Z. 809

Henry Purcell
(1659-1695)
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Sonatas of Four Parts, No. 9, Z. 810

Henry Purcell
Allegro (1659-1695)
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