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Notes

Luca Marenzio (1553-1599) was among the most prolific and renowned
composers of secular madrigals. He published more than 500 madrigals in 23
books. Those in four voices are in the minority, but are eminently suited for
transcription for viol consort. Most are in SATB format but the part ranges
easily allow assigning the two middle voices to tenor viols, as is done in this
edition. This did require the occasional change of key to fit the instruments’
ranges best. Other combinations are certainly possible for many of the
madrigals in this collection — treble may play the alto part, tenor the bass part,
etc. (Drop me a note if you would like to have an edition that fits your consort.)

The music itself is endlessly inventive with frequent changes of mood and
texture. Homophonic and contrapuntal textures and call-and-response voicing
interweave and overlap. There are the unexpected splashes of chromatic
alteration and playfully deceptive cadences that are sometimes found in the
works of other late madrigalists such as Carlo Gesualdo and John Wilbye.

Dick Yates
viol(@yatesguitar.com
www.vatesguitar.com/scores.php
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O bella man, che mi1 destringi 'l core
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Or vedi, Amor, che giovinetta donna
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Apollo, s'ancor vive 1l bel desio
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E per virtu de 1'amorosa
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Nuova angioletta sovra l'ale accorte
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Vedi le valli e 1 campi che s1 smaltano
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Chi vuol udir 1 mie1 sospiri in rime
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Madonna, sua mercé, pur una sera
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Vezzosi augelli
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Ahi, dispietata morte!
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Prima parte

Dolci son le quadrella
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Menando un giorno gl'agni presso un fiume
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