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Notes

This collection of transcriptions of four-voice vocal music by John Dowland (1563-
1626) was assembled to provide viol consorts with a large number of representative, 
short, accessible pieces in an easily readable format.  

While this edition uses treble, alto, alto and bass clefs, the second part is often playable 
on the treble viol, and a tenor viol may play the bass part. 

The pieces were gathered from a variety of online, secondary sources. These sources 
undoubtedly used a range of editorial practices and so, for example, some of the pieces 
will have incorporated ficta and some will not. Consorts trying out this music should 
feel free to use their judgement and preferences to adjust these as they see fit as well as 
to correct wrong notes that I may have overlooked. Many of the original pieces have 
multiple verses and so adding repeats may be appropriate in those pieces where they are 
not so marked.  

Those wanting more in-depth analysis of subtleties such as word painting and phrasing 
implications of lyrics can easily find original vocal scores through an Internet search.  

Dick Yates 
www.yatesguitar.com  
viol@yatesguitar.com  
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If fluds of teares could clense my follies past
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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John Dowland
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Now, O now, I needs must part
John Dowland
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O Lord of whom I do depend
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Praise blindnesse eies, for seeing is deceipt
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Prayer for HM the Queen
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Put me not to rebuke, O Lord
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Say love if ever thou didst find
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Shall I sue, shall I seek for grace
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Shout to Jehovah, all the earth
John Dowland
(1563-1626)

-63-



&
B
B
?

#
#
#
#

23
23

23

23

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

w ˙
w ˙

w ˙
w ˙

w ˙
.w

w ˙
w ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ .œ Jœ# ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

w 
w# 
w 
w 

&
B
B
?

#
#
#
#

....

..

..

..

6

˙ ˙ ˙
˙# ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

w ˙
w# ˙

˙ w
w ˙

w ˙
.˙ œ# ˙

.œ jœ ˙ ˙
w ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
w ˙#
˙ .˙ œ

˙ ˙ ˙

w 
w 

w 

w 

&
B
B
?

#
#
#
#

....

..

..

..

11

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

.œ jœ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

.˙ œ ˙

.˙ œ ˙

.˙ œ ˙

.˙ œ ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙#
˙ .˙ œ
˙ ˙ ˙

w 
.w

.w#

.w

˙ ˙ ˙#
˙# ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

&
B
B
?

#
#
#
#

....

..

..

..

16

.w
.˙# œ ˙

w Œ œ
.˙ œ ˙#

w ˙
˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ .˙ œ
˙ ˙# ˙

.w
œ œ œ œ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙
w ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ .˙ œ
œ ˙ œ ˙#
˙ ˙ ˙

.w

.w

.w

.w

Sleep wayward thoughts
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Tell me true Love where shall I seek thy being
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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The lowest trees have tops
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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Thou art my Life
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(1563-1626)
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Tosse not my soule
John Dowland
(1563-1626)
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